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MABO DAY 
Statement 

HON ROSIE SAHANNA (Mining and Pastoral) [5.25 pm]: Today is a very important date for Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people around the nation. Today we welcome Mabo Day. Mabo Day marks the anniversary 
of the High Court decision in the famous Mabo case. The case is named after proud Torres Strait Islander man 
Eddie Koiki Mabo. Eddie was an activist for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community. He took part 
in the 1967 referendum and co-founded one of Australia’s first black community schools. He quickly became 
a prominent leader for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people in Queensland. Unfortunately, Eddie passed 
away just five months before the High Court handed down its decision after a 10-year battle in the courts. On 
3 June 1992, the High Court overturned the myth that at the time of colonisation, Australia was claimed on the basis 
of terra nullius, a land belonging to no-one, and recognised the land rights of the Meriam people, the traditional 
owners of Murray Island, which include the islands of Mer, Dauar and Waier in the Torres Strait. The Mabo decision 
acknowledged the traditional rights of Indigenous people to their land and waters and paved the way for native 
title in Australia. It also recognised that Indigenous people occupied Australia for tens of thousands of years 
before the British arrived in 1788. Following the Mabo decision, the Australian Federal Parliament passed the 
Native Title Act 1993 that established a legal framework for native title claims throughout Australia by Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander people. 
Today we celebrate and remember Eddie’s fight for the recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders’ 
ownership and rights to the land on which we stand. This year marks 29 years since the Mabo case decision and 
although we celebrate this great victory, it is hard to ignore the fact that our people are still fighting for recognition 
of our rights to land. Just last year in WA, we saw the destruction of the Juukan Gorge caves and we are still yet to 
pass the Aboriginal heritage bill. We still have a long way to go with native title; however, I can proudly stand here 
and say that it is from the hard work of Eddie Mabo and his peers that the many successful native title claims around 
the nation have flowed. Eddie’s fight highlights the struggle that we First Nations people face to defend our place and 
acknowledgement in this country. Eddie fought for his people’s rights right up until his death. His journey also shows 
how almost every aspect of his life was spent fighting for his people’s rights. This is a story that all First Nations 
people can relate to, as it is a path that all of us First Nations people end up having to take at some point in our lives. 
Today we acknowledge Eddie’s legacy. We thank him and his peers for taking action and we promise to keep 
fighting the good fight in ensuring true recognition of our rights to our traditional lands. 
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